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This text acts as a guide for PhD in Translational Health Sciences (THS) dissertation defense and preparing for graduation within the 
Department of Clinical Research and Leadership (CRL) in the School of Medicine and Health Sciences. 
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INTRODUCTION 

This Style Guide, for the written dissertation for the PhD in Translational Health Sciences, outlines the 
format for preparing the different sections of the dissertation. It has been adapted from the general 
guidelines for dissertations at the George Washington University to meet the purposes of the PhD in THS 
program. 

All the front matter (described below) and supplemental materials follow the format and style described 
below. The content of the chapters is determined in consultation with the dissertation chair and committee 
members and should be appropriate for the type of study conducted. The formatting of the chapters 
including margins, page numbering, type face, and order should follow those shown in this guide. 

PhD in THS dissertations use the current version of the APA style for all references and citations. Footnotes 
and endnotes also follow current APA style. You can find APA style guidance here. 

A template for the front matter is provided within this document and is also available for download on the 
PhD in THS website under “Student Resources.” 

Preliminary Approval of Dissertation Format 

As of Fall 2022, students planning to defend in Spring 2023 and beyond must submit their dissertation for 
preliminary format review in the semester prior to their dissertation defense. Beginning Spring 2023, 
students will not be allowed to schedule a dissertation defense if preliminary review of their dissertation 
has not been completed. A preliminary review takes 3-4 weeks to complete. Students are referred to the 
Guide to Planning the Dissertation Defense for detailed timelines. 

FRONT MATTERS 

The front matter of the dissertation for the PhD in THS includes: 

• Title Page (Required) 
• Certification Page (Required) 
• Copyright Page (Optional) 
• Dedication (Optional) 
• Acknowledgments (Recommended) 
• Abstract (Required) 
• Table of Contents (Required) 
• List of Figures (Required if figures are used) 
• List of Tables (Required if tables are used) 
• List of Abbreviations (Recommended) 
• Glossary of Terms (Optional) 

Small screenshots of each component with annotations are provided in the figures below. These are 
intended as a guide; full details of font size, spacing, etc., can be found here. 
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Translating Assessments into Practice Using Principles of Patient-Centered Measurement: 
An Exemplar Using the Coma Recovery Scale-Revised 

by Jennifer Ann Craft Weaver .... 

B.S. in Biology, May 2008, California Lutheran University 
M.A. in Occupational Therapy, May 201 I, University of Southern California 

A Dissertation submitted to 

Tbc~of 
The School of Medicine and Health Sciences 

of The George Washington University 
in panial fulfillment of the requirements 

for the degree of Doctor of Translational Health Sciences 

April 26, 2021 

Dissertation directed by 

Trudy Mallinson, PhD 
Associate Professor of Clinical Research and Leadership 

Associate Professor of Health, Human Function, and Rehabilita1ion Sciences 
... .... 

... .... 

Title is centered, important words capitalized 

Your full name, centered 

Your prior degrees 

Date of your dissertation defense 

Your dissertation chair, degree(s), title(s), and 

department(s) 
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- Structured 

-

Abstract .., 

Title of your dissertation with key words ... Translating Assessments into Practice Using Principles of Patient-Centered Measurement: An 

capitalized, single spaced, 2 single 
... 

Exemplar Using the Coma Recovery Scale-Revised 

spaces above and below 
Background: Disorders of consciousness (DoC) include different states (e.g., comatose, 

lo... ~ 

vegetative state/unresponsive wakefulness syndrome, minimally conscious state (MCS), and 

emerging minimally conscious state (eMCS)) following a severe brain injury. Yet, effective 

communication about treatment of patients with DoC is often inhibited because family caregivers 

and rehabilitation practitioners do not interpret recovery of consciousness in the same way 

(Epstein & Street, 2007; Weaver et al., 2018). Because a person may remain in a disordered state 

of consciousness for as long as two decades and receive multiple episodes of rehabilitation 

during that time, ensuring clear communication among family caregivers and rehabilitation 

practitioners about treatment decisions is important (Beaumont & Kenealy, 2005). Incorporating 

person-centered measurement principles (American Institutes for Research, 2017) into how 

assessment results arc shared between and within key stakeholdcn', rehabilitation practitioners' 

and family caregivers', may facilitate shared treatment decision-making (SOM). SOM is the 

process in which both family caregivers and rehabilitation practitioners share clinical data and 

r " personal values to arrive at a mutual treatment decision (Elwyn et al., 2016; Papadimitriou et al., 

2020). 

For structured abstracts (i.e., with section ... Objective: The long-term objective of this research is to facilitate shared decision 
headings) sub-headings are in bold and ... 
indented. Double spaced, left justified. making in treatment planning between rehabilitation practitioncn and the family caregivers of 

individuals with DoC following a severe brain injury. The purpose of this research is to create a 

\.. ~ recovery ruler that facilitates effective communication about assessment results 

iv 
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- Unstructured 

Abstract 

Title of your dissertation with key words 
Assessing Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis Screening and Need among Men Who Have Sex ~ 

capitalized, single spaced, 2 single 
with Men and Transgender Persons of Color: A Mixed Methods Case Study oflhe lMPACT 

~ 

OMV Demonstration Project. spaces above and below 

Men who have sex with men (MSM) and transgender persons of color experience 

disproportionate, multi-level HIV risks. Pre-exposure prophylaxis (PrEP) is an evidence-

based HIV prevention strategy; however, access to PrEP has been limited among this r 
population. PrEP demonstration projects that target MSM and transgender persons and test For unstructured abstracts (i.e., no sub-section 
the implementation of PrEP in real-world settings arc underway. However, PrEP ... headings) indent first line of each paragraph . ~ 

demonstration projects specific to MSM and transgender persons of color are limited and Double spaced, left justified. 

most demonstration projects do not consider the impact of the implementation process or 
\. 

organization contextual characteristics on PrEP outcomes. The improve Measurable 

Participation and Access to Care and Treatment District of Columbia, Maryland, and 

Virginia (IMPACT OMV) demonstration project was created in response to the high rates of 

HIV, AIDS, and STls among MSM and transgender persons of color in the DC, Maryland, 

Virginia region aimed to provide equitable access to H.IV prevention, care and treatment, and 

support services for those populations. Using a mixed•methods case study design, this study 

sought to describe PrEP screening and PrEP need in the overall project, understand how the 

project was implemented at the clinic level with respect to PrEP screening and detennination 

of PrEP need, and describe how the varying contexts and implementation strategies of the 

clinics impacted PrEP screening and PrEP need in the overall project. 

An implementation science framework guided the study's exploration of PrEP 

vi 
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of Abbreviations 

,- ~ 

Title of page centered with key words 
~ 

capitalized, single spaced, 2 single List of Abbreviations ~ 

spaces below. 

AAMC: Association of American Medical Colleges '" 
AHRQ: Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality 

APA: American Psychological Association 

ART: Antiretroviral Therapy 

ATLPS: Attitudes toward LGBT Patients Scale 

BMI: Body Mass Index 

CFLR: Consolidated Framework for lmplcmentation Research r 
DSD: Disorders of Sex Development or intersex Abbreviations in caps followed by semi-
FtM: Female-to-male transgcndcr person or trans male 

... ---. colon. Definition with key words 

GAPS: Gay Affirming Practice Scale capitalized. Double-spaced. 

GLMA: Gay and Lesbian Medical Association ~ 

GW: The George Washington University 

HIV: Human Immunodeficiency Virus 

HEI: Healthcare Equality Index 

HRC: Human Rights Campaign 

HHS: Health and Human Services 

!OM: Institute of Medicine 

LGBT-DOCSS: LGBT Development of Clinical Skills Scale 

LGBTQI: Lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queJ,:r and intersex 

MAP: Movement Advancement Project 

xv 
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Figure 7: List of Abbreviations 

Reminder: 
These images are provided as a guide to help with formatting different sections of the dissertation for the 
PhD in THS. Not all aspects of all images follow the correct format. 

Information regarding type face, font size, margins, order of sections can be found on the University 
website. 

Other student dissertations available at Himmelfarb Health Sciences Research Commons maybe a useful 
source of information regarding content of sections but should not be relied on as a style guide. 
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MAIN BODY OF THE DISSERTATION 

All information regarding type face, font size, margins, order of sections can be found on the University 
website. 

The main body of the dissertation consists of Chapters 1 through 5 and References. 

All citations and references follow current APA style guidelines. 

Supplemental materials such as interview guides, assessment score sheets, transcripts, consent forms, 
other informational material provided to study participants, supplemental figures and tables are provided 
in the appendices in the order in which they are referred to in the main chapters. 

The table that follows provides general guidance on the content of the five dissertation chapters relative 
to the overall chapter structure provided by GW. Students, in collaboration with their dissertation 
committee, may choose to include published and/or publishable material within the content of their 
chapters. Guidance for how manuscripts (either published, submitted for publication, or to be submitted 
in the future) are to be included within the body of the chapter(s) is provided in the table. 

Each manuscript, regardless of whether it has been submitted for publication or not, should be 
accompanied by a foreword and afterword. The foreword places the manuscript in context relative to the 
dissertation study questions, highlights any relevant issues to the reader, describes the status of the 
manuscript including journal(s) it may have been submitted to or plans for future submission. The afterword 
briefly describes any feedback from reviewers, revisions made as a result of the feedback or other lessons 
learned from the submission process. 

Manuscripts will generally be placed in Chapter 2 as a scoping or systematic review and/or in Chapter 4 
as description of study results. Students may include one manuscript in Chapter 2 and/or one manuscript 
in Chapter 3 and/or at least one but not more than three manuscripts in Chapter 4. In general, students 
should not plan to include more than four manuscripts total within the dissertation. 
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GW Dissertation Outline GW THS Dissertation Outline 
Proposed Guidance when including published 
and/or publishable material 

Title Page (Required) Title Page (Required) 
Certification Page (Required) Certification Page (Required) 
Copyright Page (Optional) Copyright Page (Optional) 
Dedication (Optional) Dedication (Optional) 
Acknowledgments (Optional) Acknowledgments (Recommended) 
Abstract of Dissertation Abstract of Dissertation 
Table of Contents (Required) Table of Contents (Required) 
List of Figures (Required if there are Figures.) List of Figures (Required if there are figures.) 
List of Tables (Required if there are Tables.) List of Tables (Required if there are tables.) 
List of Symbols/Nomenclature (Optional) List of Abbreviations (Required if there are 

abbreviations) 
Glossary of Terms (Optional) Glossary of Terms (Optional) 
Chapter 1: Introduction [or Your Heading] Chapter 1: Introduction [or Your Heading] 

Examples: 
• Introduction, Purpose, and Theoretical Framework 

Chapter generally includes: 
Purpose statement, Background & Significance of 
Study, including the translational nature of the work, 
Theoretical/Conceptual Framework, Research Aims, 
Limitations, Definition of Terms, Assumptions, 
Summary 

Chapter 1: Introduction [or Your Heading] 

Examples: 
• Introduction, Purpose, and Theoretical Framework 

Chapter generally includes: 
Purpose statement, Background & Significance of 
Study, including the translational nature of the work, 
Theoretical/Conceptual Framework, Research Aims, 
Limitations, Definition of Terms, Assumptions, 
Summary 

Chapter 2: Literature Review [or Your 
Heading] 

Chapter 2: Literature Review [or Your Heading] 

Examples: 
• Review of Literature 
• Literature Review Including Systematic Review 

Chapter generally includes: 
Methods of identifying literature, review of literature 
relative to content area, translational science, 
theoretical model(s), conceptual model(s) used in the 
proposed study, implications for proposed study 

Chapter 2: Literature Review [or Your Heading] 

Examples: 
• Review of Literature 
• Literature Review Including Systematic Review 

Chapter generally includes: 
a) Includes introduction to the published literature 
review, translational sciences focus, role of literature 
in framing the empirical methods of the proposed 
study, conceptual model(s) used in the proposed 
study, and 
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GW Dissertation Outline GW THS Dissertation Outline 
Proposed Guidance when including published 
and/or publishable material 
b) Foreword to manuscript 1 including scope and 
purpose of the review, information regarding 
submission/review status if applicable 
c) Manuscript 1: Scoping/systematic review or other 
literature submitted for publication 
d) Afterword: includes reflection on review process 
and/or plans for future submission, issues that 
reviewers identified that will be address in a future 
submission 

Chapter 3: Methods [or Your Heading] Chapter 3: Methods [or Your Heading] 

Examples: 
• Research Methods & Study Design 
• Methods and Methodology 

Chapter generally includes: 
Overview of methodological approach including 
alignment with conceptual model and translational 
science foci, research questions, study design, 
qualitative and quantitative methods including data 
collection and data analysis, mixed methods and 
approach to data triangulation, ethical considerations, 
and human subjects’ participation, 

Chapter 3: Methods [or Your Heading] 

Examples: 
• Research Methods & Study Design 
• Methods and Methodology 

Chapter generally includes: 
Overview of methodological approach including 
alignment with conceptual model and translational 
science foci, research questions, study design, 
qualitative and quantitative methods including data 
collection and data analysis, mixed methods and 
approach to data triangulation, ethical 
considerations, and human subjects’ participation, 

This chapter serves as a detailed overview of 
methods that will be discussed in the manuscripts in 
Chapter 4. 

A manuscript describing a novel method or revision 
to an established method may be included along 
with a foreword and afterword. 

Chapter 4: Results [or Your Heading] Chapter 4: Results [or Your Heading] 

Chapter generally includes: 
The order of presenting results will depend on the 

Chapter 4: Results [or Your Heading] 

Chapter generally includes: 
This chapter will include study results in a published 
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GW Dissertation Outline GW THS Dissertation Outline 
Proposed Guidance when including published 
and/or publishable material 

nature of the research conducted. In general, provide 
a summary overview/introduction and organize 
reporting of results to align with order of analysis 
presented in chapter 3. This may not always be 
feasible or appropriate and will determined in 
collaboration with your committee. How the results 
address the dissertations main research questions 
should be clear. 

or publishable format (e.g., manuscripts). Students 
should include two (but not more than three) 
manuscripts or other published or publishable 
material. Material does not need to be submitted for 
publication but if it has been, student should follow 
guidance found at: 
https://library.gwu.edu/etd/previously_pubd_works 

Each manuscript should be accompanied by a 
foreword and afterword which provide context for 
the reader and briefly describe where the manuscript 
sits in relationship to the dissertation translational 
research question(s). The afterword should provide 
brief reflection on the findings, lessons learned, and 
considerations for revision or submission for 
publication. 

The pre-publication version, formatted per GW 
standards, should be included. At least one of the 
manuscripts should address knowledge translation or 
implementation of knowledge. 

Chapter 5: Discussion, Conclusion [or Your 
Heading] 

Chapter 5: Discussion, Conclusion [or Your Heading] 

Examples: 
• Interpretations 
• Conclusions and Recommendations 
• Discussion and Dissemination Activities 

Chapter generally includes: 
This chapter will briefly summarize what has been 
learned in the series of studies and how the 
translational nature of the work was reflected in the 
findings. This chapter will briefly summarize what has 
been learned in the series of studies and how the 
translational nature of the work was reflected in the 

Chapter 5: Discussion, Conclusion [or Your Heading] 

Examples: 
• Interpretations 
• Conclusions and Recommendations 
• Discussion and Dissemination Activities 

Chapter generally includes: 
This chapter will briefly summarize what has been 
learned in the series of studies and how the 
translational nature of the work was reflected in the 
findings. This chapter will briefly summarize what has 
been learned in the series of studies and how the 
translational nature of the work was reflected in the 
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GW Dissertation Outline GW THS Dissertation Outline 
Proposed Guidance when including published 
and/or publishable material 

findings. Possible topics: summary of major findings, 
implications for research and practice, overall 
strengths and limitations of the research, reflection on 
the process of becoming a translational health 
scientist, future directions including possible 
dissemination plans. 

findings. Possible topics: summary of major findings, 
implications for research and practice, reflection on 
the process of becoming a translational health 
scientist, future directions including possible 
dissemination plans. While overall strengths and 
limitations of the research should be discussed 
briefly, less emphasis on this is needed if this has 
been thoroughly described in manuscripts in Chapter 
4. 

Bibliography or References References References 
Appendices Appendices 

List of presentations or other disseminations arising 
from this dissertation 

Appendices 
List of presentations or other disseminations arising 
from this dissertation 
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FAQs: INCLUDING PUBLISHED/PUBLISHABLE MATERIAL WITHIN THE DISSERTATION 

What does “published or publishable material” mean? 
Students may include material that has been peer-reviewed and/or published in a journal or other format prior to 
the dissertation defense. To be considered for inclusion, such material must have gone through some form of 
thorough peer review. This may include review by peers selected by a journal or review of representatives of a 
public agency (such as the Federal Drug Administration, Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services, etc.). 
Reviews may be blinded or unblinded, but reviewers should have no perceived conflict of interest with the 
student, dissertation chair, or committee members. 

Publishable material is content that has either been submitted for peer-review and returned for revisions, or which 
has not been submitted for publication but that would, in the judgement of the dissertation chair, committee, 
and external readers, pass peer review at a later time. 

Who decides what published or publishable material to include within the dissertation? 
The student, dissertation chair, and committee members collaborate to decide the content of the written 
dissertation. 

Does all the content need to be published at the time of dissertation defense? 
No, but at least one document (most likely the literature review) must at least be under peer review prior to 
scheduling the dissertation defense. 

What is the latest time at which the student and the committee need to determine if published/publishable 
material will be included? 
Ideally, this decision will be made at the time of proposal defense. For students in earlier cohorts who have already 
defended their proposals, they may confer with their chair and committee members and determine the 
appropriate content of their dissertation. Whether the dissertation will include published/publishable material is 
determined by the student and dissertation committee and does not need to be approved by the directors of the 
PhD program. 

When will this guidance take effect? 
Immediately. Students who have already successfully defended their dissertation proposal may, in consultation 
with their chair and committee members, elect to include published/publishable material within their dissertation. 
Students may also choose, in consultation with their chairs and committee members, continue with the format 
agree to at their proposal defense. Students who have already defended their proposal may collaborate with their 
chair and committee to consider the student’s career goals, writing proficiency, and proximity to scheduling the 
dissertation defense in deciding whether to include published/publishable material within the dissertation 
chapters. Students in Cohorts 4 and 5 will collaborate with their chairs and committee on this format following 
successful proposal defense. 

How is authorship of the materials decided? 
The student, dissertation chair, and committee members will collaborate to determine authorship. In general, the 
student will be first (and communicating) author on each of the materials and the dissertation chair will be last 
(senior) author, but this should be determined as appropriate by discipline. Other committee members and 
collaborators may be included as appropriate. Nothing in these comments should be read as excluding other key 
stakeholders from acting as co-authors. See more details in the section on copyright. 
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How long should these materials be? 
There are no specific recommendations set for these published/publishable materials. However, collectively the 
materials will, in the opinion of the chair, committee, and external readers, contain as much substantive 
information as usually expected in a doctoral dissertation. In addition, these materials do not stand alone; rather 
they are embedded within the usual dissertation chapters, with relevant forewords, afterwords, and any additional 
materials the chair deems, that place the findings in context of the overall dissertation questions. 
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Title of page centered with key words 
capitalized, single spaced, 2 single 
spaces below. 

Subheadings left margin aligned, type face not 
defined (e.g., may be bold or italics) but style must 
be consistent throughout. 

Chapter 2 - no manuscript 

Ch■ptl'rlRrvicworthcLilcraturr 

This literature review aims to dcsaibc the available litcrarurc related to drug 

development and FDA'1 benefit-risk assessment ora new drug produci, the Scicnoc-of-Tcam-

Science, cross-di5ciplinary rescuch, and collaborinivc cross-disciplinary in1cgn1ion. The 

literature on <in.lg development and FDA new <in.lg product review provides impo11ant contextual 

information for the application of theories and framcworllS from the ScicDCe-of-Tcam-Scicnce 

research on oollabora1ivc cross-disciplinary integration. 1bc review oflitcnnurc from the 

Scicni;:c:-of-Tcam-Scicnce ~plains approachc:i to measuring or studying collaborative cross­

disciplinary research and the specific phenomenon of collabonitive CJOIH!isciplinary research, 

int~tion, that is the fOCILI of this study. Lutly, litCl'lllturc on the phenomenon of cross­

disciplinary integnition is prcsen1ed to identify the cUITCnt state of research on the matter, gaps in 

existing evidence, and clici1 the mos! appropriate 1ools or me1hods to itudy integration in this 

Litcrat~ searches to inform 1M revft of uch domain use a combination of key terms 

and wildcanb and 11c conducted across multiple databasc.s to ensure adequate breadth of search, 

including Sc.opus, CJNAHL., PubMcd, and Mc:ndclc:y. Searches were limited to English language: 

publications, but !he yell range was not limited due to the paucity of~h found initially in 

these domains. In addition, searches 11c: included ror literature related to the FDA new drug 

product review required searching fcdcnil websites and regulatory documents. Sc:uch methods 

and keywords ari: listed in Table I, below. 

26 

Chapter 1 

Clll1pter I: hllrCMl.ucdoa, Purpow, .. ,d Tbtordlul f.-11MWork 

BatkgrouH 

WithmcdicalandtechnologicalMlvanoemcnu,p,,ticntswithdisorderlof 

tonKiownc:Q (DoC) resulting f'n:,m • K"Verc bnin inj\11)' may remain in this si,.te for 17 

years or more (lkaum(lnl & K-.tly, 2005). DoC include: a range of ltAkl from 

(V! 

(Gi 

ida 

"" 

pro 

20C 

Chap1u1:ln1roduc:tio11 

The Ccntert for Disease Concrol and Prevention (CDC. 2019) estimates that 

'PPfOXimatcly 1.1 million people a.re currently living with HIV in the Unitc,d States (U.S.) 

and approximately 380,000people arc estimated to contract the virus each year. II IV 

diagnoses in the U.S are not evenly distributed across different ages, races/ethnicities, 

genders, modes oftraru.miuioo, or geographic locations. The HIV epidemic in the District of 

Columbia. southern Maryland, and northern Virginia also disproponionally affects certain 

groups ba.500 on age, ntec/ethnicity, gender, and mode ofnrwniuion. Both nationally and 

locally, MSM ofcoloracoount for the majority of new HIV diagnoses (CDC, 20171; District 

(Gi of Columbia Dq,a11ment ofHcahh HIV/AIDS, Hepatitis, STD, :andTB Administration [DC 

the Health HAHSTAJ, 2018a; Mll')'land Deputment ofHealth The Cc:nter for HIV Surveillance, 

201 Epidemiology and Evaluation [MOH CHSEEJ, 2019b, 2019c; Virginia Depanment ofHealth 

(Ill [YOH], 2019). Gaps in knowledge exist regarding the impact of HIV on tnnsgcodcr persons; 

however, available evidence suggests that tran5gendcr persons ari: also severely impacted by 

HIV. 

MSM and transgmdcr pcnons of color experience multi-kvrl HIV risk facton 

beyond individual-level bchlviors such as condom use and partner concu.rrency: 

interpersonal (e.g., 11CJtual nctworla and relationship dynamics), commwtity (e.g., 10eial and 

cultural oonns), institutional (e.g., cult\11'1.lly competent health staff and responsive medical 

$erViCC5), and itructunr.1 (e.g., education, poverty, and policy) faclOl"II also contribute to IIIV 

First page of Chapter l is Arabic number 

l. 
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Figure 8: Chapter 1/Chapter 2 (No Manuscript) 
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2 - with manuscript 

Objectin: Evaluate and charactc 

disordmofconsciousncssfolkiv 

Desi&n: Scoping review using m 

contributed to the n:vicw of the a 

each anicle to confinn inclusion 

International Classificatioo offu 

for analysis of the data. 

Rtsu.lts: 20 studies met inclusior 

targeting body structures while ll 

targeting body functions. Fourtcc 

quality, including nine randomiz.t 

acceptable to high quality &m 

n!habilitalion interventions trend 

to usual care, withdnwal of the i 

intcrvcntionJ for participants: of 

contextualization was the use of 1 

Conclusions: Rchabi\i111ion in1c 

structures have been studied mor 

likely to incorporate contextual f, 

brainaclivityandlhisrcvicwpro 

pcrsorur,liution of interventions. 

Rehabilitation Interventions for A 
TnumadcBr 

Jenni for Weaver, MA, OTR/L, CBI! 

PhD, OTR/Ll, Ann Gucmon, PhD,< 

Joshua Rosenow. MD. FAANS. FA• 

OTRJL', Catherine Bum:ss Kestner, 

SLP/l '-1, Trudy Mallinson, PhD, 01 

1School of Medicine and Health Scii 

Washington, DC;~ Catherine Uni 

Affairs. Washington, O.C.; 'Ed111'afd 

JLewis University, Romeoville, IL;' 

7Northwestem Univenity, Chicago, 

Netherlands; tMichigan Medicine,~ 

Coins ponding author: 

Jennifer Weaver, MA, OTR/L, CBI! 

2000 Pennsylvania A,·cnuc: NW, Su 

Washington, D.C. 20006 

Phone: (202) 994-8842 

E-mail: jrnwcaycQ24@gwµ cdu 

intervention is cc 

panicipation (W, 

Aroundll 

rtviCWWISrepo! 

prolonged disord 

rehabilitation in1 

inthatitincludci 

abou1 how the in 

This man 

and Rehabilitatic 

strengths but nee 

Specifically, the 

review when a Sl 

and operational~ 

classirytrcatmcn 

appcarsatthcen 

Paptr I. Rchal 

Following a Tra1 

Title page of manuscript as it was/would be formatted for submission, 

followed by abstract and rest of manuscript 

Chapltr l: ~oping Revie~· 

Foreword 

This chap(er prcscnlS 1he results of a fi\•e-yc:ar review of srudic:s examining the: 

outcomes of rehabilitation interventions for patients with disorders of consciousness. This 

review is pcninc:nt 10 the broader goal of this disscnation project which is focused on 

undcrscanding how family caregivers and rehabilitation practitioners make decisions 

when treatment planning. This review provides a needed undcntanding of the landscape 

of c:vidc:ncc-bascd treatment options available for pl"lltlitioncn and carcgivcn to consider 

when treatment planning. This literature review is in 1he formal of a scoping review 

bc:cau!C it allowed for a broader research question and inclusion ofa broad range of study 

designs that were not limited due to quality and methodological rigor (Arksey &. 

O'Mallc:y, 200S). This scoping review follows the: format of Arksey & O'Mallc:y's (200S) 

methodological framework and PRISMA scoping review reporting guidelines which 

ensure quality in lhe conduct oflhe scoping review (Arlcsc:y &. O'Malley, 200S; Tricco et 

al.,2018). 

This manuscript focuses on identifying whether, and to what extent, the 

intervtntions being studied wtre tailored to lhe participant's preferences, values, and 

priori1ies. A growing body of literature is highlighting the benefits to patients of 

including penonally relevant stimuli for ac:tivating the neuronal nctworlt and stimulating 

a behavioral rcsponsc{Papc c:t al., 2012; J. Stenberg c:t al., 2018) The: study was informed 

by the structure oflhe World Health Organization lntemational Classification of 

Functioning, Disability, and Health (WHO ICf) model in which tailoring of the 

18 

First page includes title and foreword. 
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Figure 9: Chapter 2 (Manuscript) 
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3 Examples 
Ch1ptcr 3 Methods 

Overview or Methodology 

As discussed previously, while Integration is a desired outcome in FDA's new integrated 

assessment approach, how this integration occurs is unknown. The Science-of• Team-Science 

offers some insight into he 

pragmatic and contextuali: 

integration wilhin FDA nc 

ac1ivity, using a con1extua 

case study methodology bi 

Integration in colla 

process 1ha1 occurs betwcc 

review and to understand I 

phenomenological approa1 

design allows for the purp 

enabling comparisons of ii 

(Creswell & Poth, 2016), I 

the case study design allo\ 

analysis in two cases to en 

research questions arc: 

/. What arc cxampla; 

review" of an FDA 

2. What are the speci 

an "integrated revi, 

Chapter J: Method0IO&)' 

Introduction 

lnformed by the Knowledge to Action framework for implementation or new and 

evolving dinicaJ approaches, this IIWled methods nsearcb project was divided into 

explora1ory and design phases. Throughout, lhe project used a pragmatic approach to 

ensure lhe recovery ruler is feasible for future adoption into clinical praclice. Each 

research phase had unique considerations for data management procedures to assure 

quality, integrity, confidentiality, and accuracy. 

Phase ont ln,·olved uplontlon of the kinds oftreatmcnl.s available in the 

literature for practitioners and family carcgivcn to choose among, the process by which 

prac1i1ionen and caregivcn currently discuss trcatmentJ and conduct micro-decision­

making, and lhc examination of the most widely used neurobehavioral functional 

assessment, lhe CRS-R. for its accuracy and precision. A scoping review analyzed studies 

that included rehabilitation-focused interventions to understand the evidence available for 

treatment decision-making in patients in~ The qualita1ive study used observations in 

the field and semi-structured interviews to provide insight into how rehabilitation 

practilionen and caregivcn plan and execute treatments. The quantitative study analyzed 

the CRS-R for its psychometric properties and item hierarchy that could inform 

development of the recovery ruler. 

Phase two involved the duign ofa shared decision-making 1001 prolotype using 

a pragmatic, experimental mixed methods approach to incorporate the perspectives of the 

rcbabilitalion practitioners and family caregivers. The goal ofthiJ second phase was to 

develop a tool 1ha1 provided intuitive CRS-R assc:s.sment results that aligned 10 states of 

60 
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Figure 10: Chapter 3 Examples 
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◄ Result1 

lnlrCMtuction 

This study was• phenomenological dderiplive oompmth-e case 11udy or1he ~aulalOl'y 

review of• new drug pmdui;:1 marketing application !hat u.§td either lhe tradition.al appmacl, to 

thc review (i.e., muhidisciplinary review) or the new integrated approach (i.e., interdisciplinllf)' 

review)at the FDA. Thepurposeof1 

benefit-rid: reviewi.uut$, if any, anc 

in1egration procen. The s1udy empl< 

interviews. and member checking lo 

centered around the collaborative c" 

teams. Dita collce1ion and analysis 1 

ofintcgnuion from O'Rourke tt fll a 

FDA's assessment of new dn 

11etivitytoprotectthcUSpublic'shc 

(Woodcock. 201g), In 2019 the FDA 

a.s.scssmentofmarketingapplicatK>II: 

documents (Woodcock et al., 2020). 

intcgratedapprOIIChtoitsreviewpro 

c,:tcmal stakdx:,\den have expn:UC< 

knowledge (Herder C'I al., 2020). Thi 

intcgrationisoccurringintheintcrdi 

multidisciplinaryrevicwstoguidcth 

Cbapltr ◄:Rnulls 

F'0rN'flrdPaptt ◄.I 

This chlpttt presents the rtMiltJ fmm lhe first or lhe three primary rescarc:h 

objeaivei of this pro;rc, that broadly were descnl>ed lo inform 1hared decision-making, 

psychommic properties of the Coma Recovery Scale-Revised, and the devtlopment of a 

recovery ruler lo facilitate lharcd drcision-makin& bdwem family car~ivcn and 

rthabilitatKIII practilionm when treatment plannin&-The initial prima,y objeaivt wu to 

dcacribc the blrricn and facilitllon or the shared decision-making proctu for family 

cangiven and rd111bilitalion pnctitioncrs when treatment pl■nning for • pef'IOII with 

disordcn of CO!IJciousneu. M initially conceived, this involved application of I medical 

model of shattd drcisioo-mak.in& Iha! included using the Or'TION-5 10 evaluate lo what 

utent shared drcisioa-makin& occurred when trcllment plmning. llowever. in the coursc 

of invcsti11tion.. ii became evidc:ot th■ I treatment drcisiom in rcbabilitatioo "'-nc ~ivc 

and occum:d in-the-moment. Multiple treatment drcisiom wen, made wi!hin one 

rthabilitarion CDCOUDter 1od tbc treatments did not 1lw1ys miuirc dcliberltioa ■bout risks 

and bmcfiu. Thcn:fon:, usina tools lib the OPTION-5, tha1 evaluate sh■n,d dcrision­

makina wilbcomponcn1.11 such u deliberations ■boul tbc risks and benefits of ■ tratmcnt 

(c.i.,v.·bctbcroroot10usc:1CT1odi1JDOK1111Ccru,in1bdominalpain(lj■zc1 ■1.,201!1)). 

v.-ncootfcasibleforcv■luatin&iharcddccision-makin1lhatoccum:dattbcpalicn1'1 

bcdsidcinrcbabilitationprxticc. 

Durio,: this nploralory wort that included boun obscrvin1 rth■ bilit■rioo 

encounicrs and in1erviewin1 family can:&ivcn and rthabi1i1.1tioa practitk>ncn, it became 

clcarth■laddrcssin1thefirscprimaryobjcaivcmiuircdta.kin115tcpbackto1111COvcrbow 

79 
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Figure 11: Chapter 4 Examples 
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S Examples 
Chapters 

Introduction 

Cross-disciplinary integration is a key featw-e of interdisciplinary research and the 

collabora1ivc fonn is often a desired outcome orTcam Science (Sammer, 2013; KJcin, 2012; 

O'Rouricc et al., 2013). l.n 2019, the FDA sought to increase integration in its new drug product 

marketing application reviews with the implementation of the new interdisciplinary assessment 

"""""cc .nn ;n,,.0-...,,,.,1 ,.,..,;,..., rtnr.,m...,, rwn,v1,.,.,,.1,,.. 1>1 ?n?m ,,.,,. i:'f)A's intention was to 

Chapter 5: Discussion 

Introduction 

The purpose of this mill.cd methods projcc:t was to create a recovery ruler that 

facilitates cffcc1ivc communication aboul asscssmcnl results between family carcgivcn and 

rehabilitation practitioners as a preliminary si:ep in advancing shared treatment decision• 

making. This chapter includes a summary of key findings from each study nested within the 

greater research project, discussion of the conceptual frameworks that informed design and 

execution of the project, reflection on the translational nature of the project, and implications 

of the findings for theory, research. and clinical practice. The chapter concludes with a 

discussion of the limitations of the project, recommendations, and an overall conclusion. 

Summary of Key Flndin1s 

RataU#unt of Ra~arch Q11~Mions 

Aim I. Describe the decision-making process for family caregivers and rehabilitation 

practitioners when treatment pllMing for a person with disorders of consciousness. 

Research Question I: How do family caregivcn and rehabilitation practitioom ma.kc 

decisions when treatment planning for a person with disordcn of consciousness? 

Aim 2. Examine the extent to which the CRS-R displays psychometric properties that 

make it useful for communicating about uscs.smcnt results when making trcatmml decisions. 

Research QuC$tion 2: What are the underlying psychometric properties of the Coma 

Recovery Scale-Revised, including step and item calibrations, meuurcmcnt prccisKffl (e.g., 

reliability), and hierarchical item order'! 

184 

1inute",oflen 

aal multidisciplinary 

1uld be unable to 

icience (SciTS) has 

,sc cffons have ollcn 

,coutputsofcross-

ilc, and process-focused 

:tal.'scross-

Rourke ct al., 2016). 

r case study approach to 

ring in FDA review 

cross-disciplinary 

intcrdisciplinarity,this 

from unidisciplimuy 10 

ntcgration {Thompson 
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Figure 12: Chapter 5 Examples 

Reminder: 
Chapters 3, 4, and 5 all follow the examples and style provided in Chapters 1 and 2. All formatting, font, typeface, 
margins, spacing, and headings should be consistent throughout the dissertation. 
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HEADINGS 

Follow current APA style for headings throughout the main body of the dissertation. 

Follow APA format for size, typeface, justification of headings. Please note that APA style has five heading levels, 
plan accordingly. 

Level 1 uses text that is center-justified, bold, with each major word starting with a capital letter. The heading is 
double-spaced, and the paragraph text begins on a new line. 

Level 2 uses text that is left-justified, bold, and each major word starting with a capital letter. The heading is 
double-spaced, and the paragraph begins on a new line. 

Level 3 uses text that is left-justified, bold, italicized, with each major word starting with a capital letter. The 
heading is double-spaced, and the paragraph text begins on a new line. 

Level 4 uses text that is indented, left-justified, bold, with each major word starting with a capital letter; the 
heading ends with a bolded period. The heading is double-spaced, and the paragraph text follows directly after 
the bolded period. 

Level 5 uses text that is indented, left-justified, bold, italicized, with each major word starting with a capital letter; 
the heading ends with a bolded, italicized period. The heading is double-spaced, and the paragraph text follows 
directly after the bolded, italicized period. 

This is an Example of a Level One Heading 

The text that follows a level one heading is indented on the first line, left side justified and double-

spaced. 

This is an Example of a Level Two Heading 

The text that follows a level two heading is indented on the first line, left side justified and double-

spaced. 

This is an Example of a Level Three Heading 

The text that follows a level three heading is indented on the first line, left side justified and double-

spaced. 

This is an Example of a Level Four Heading. The text that follows a level four heading is on the same 

line as the heading, left side justified and double-spaced. 

This is an Example of a Level Five Heading. The text that follows a level five heading is on the same 
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a new rcsca~h sub-question emerged-How are capstones sh<Jped by faculty 

perspectiva?-which was reflected in the secood theme. The second research question, 

How can KT be promoted in ent~level OTD capstone-l? emerged as pan of Theme 3. 

Research questions cannot be fully understood by ao analysis of their pans; rather, there 

is a need to understand the whole and the relationships among those parts (Bleak.Icy & 

Cleland, 2015). This 6nal section serves to summarize the main findings in reference to 

the research questions. 

83 

Jlo"'' h Kno"'ledge Tnnslatlon Reflttled in Capstonn? 

Some foundational concepts of KT were reflected in the capstone documents as 

well as faculty interviews. These included problem identification, adapting knowledge 10 

local context, assessing burrien and facilitators lo knowledge use, and stakeholder 

engagement. Other KT concepts were minimally reflected or nonexistent. Those included 

selecting, tailoring, and implementing in1erventions, sustaining knowledge u.re. 

evaluating knowledge outcomes, and monitoring knot<o·ledge use. 

quantitative (QUAN) aod qualitative (QUAL) strands of the resean::h aod ultimately the 

ovcran::hing mixed me1hod (Ml\·I) rcsulls. 

116 

Figure 15. 
Mired Methods £.xp!<Jn<Jtory/Je5ign Miring (<Jdaptedfrom Cres,ndl & Pl<Jno Cl<Jrk, 2018) 

' ~ ------------
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line as the heading, left side justified and double-spaced. 

WIDOWS AND ORPHANS 

Unlike APA style, which is primarily designed to facilitate editing, widows and orphans are not allowed in your 
dissertation. Unlike APA style, a heading may not fall on the last line on a page and should be moved to the top 
of the next page. Readability should be the priority. 

Do not allow tables (unless they are very long) or figures, including table/figure numbers, titles, and footnotes, to 
split across pages. 

Figure 13: Table/Figures Examples 

TABLES AND FIGURES 

Tables and figures should be numbered consecutively throughout the document and follow current APA style 
and format. Numbering may refer to the chapter number, for example, Table 3.9 would refer to the ninth table 
in chapter 3. The preferred style is Table and number, table title, and then table, each with one single line 
between (Figure 4.1 below is not the preferred style). 
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Table 9 

Estimate Number of Patients with PCOS Annually 

Pediatric focused Family medicine 
practice focused practice 

umber of patients n % n % 
<25 10 22.7 26 59.l 
25-50 3 6.8 3 6.8 
>75 l 2.3 l 2.3 

Figure 4.1 
!titerrelationships Among Study Themes 

Themes and Interrelationships 
folowtnc ~iOn of IM:ulty p1:,uptl0ns and lnstltue:Jon.M ~ ftndslp ~ durOflpOffllflldn 

toptOl"l'IOte Kl in~ Wl1h~aMd bcwfty Jwatent» and cvnicul• ,upport.. 

Total 
n % 
36 81.8 
6 13.6 
2 4.5 
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Figure 14: Table Example #1 

Table titles that exceed one line are single spaced. Follow APA format for footnotes and abbreviations, 
including p-values. 

Unlike APA style manual, tables should not be double-spaced but instead should be single spaced. Figures and 
tables always fit within the specified page margins. 

Text in figures and tables are at least 8-point font. Colors may be used but should not distract from the 
readability of the text. If using dark colors, change text to white for maximum contrast. 

Figure 15: Table Example #2 
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community. Factors that impact access to specialty care include: specialty provider 

shonages as a barrier and close proximity to specialty practices or larger health systems 

as a facilitator. 

Spttialty Provider Shortages. 

"There are only 1 endocrine physicians in town. Takes 9-12 month. 
new patient appointment." (IDIS, PA, family medicine, suburban) 

•• We don 't have Peds endo in the county so it's within the health sy, 
lvcally but they would have to drive for that out of county ... "(IOI 6 
family medicine, suburban) 

Prodmity to Specialists. 

"The big hospital systems are here and then we do have some outp, 
whether it be endocrinolvgy or OBGYN. there '.r a lot of private pra 
too. And /feel like most of the practices are larger and so I think th 
[patients} are able to get in easier than perhaps some other place,s 
(1050, PA, pediatrics, suburban and urban) 

"J think a lot of the doctors have affiliations with [large academic, 
center in urban area} ond /0 .vuburbon clinic/ .vo a lot of the phy.,ic 
will work amongst the two institutions so it becomes a lot more con 
in terms af refe"a/Jfar them [patienu} to go there versus a lot oft 
having ta go to main campus." (1047, MD, pediatrics, suburban) 

Ways to Addras 

Most pedPCPs discussed utilizing point of care resources, such as l 

guide diagnostic evaluations. Many pedPCPs identified a need for improvi 

and access to point of care resources and/or establishing practice protocols 

guide for diagnostic evalua1ion. Providing opportunities for provider educ1 

was also recognized for pedPCPs 10 gain a better understanding of ado Iese, 

guidelines and distinguishing the diagnosis of PCOS in adolescents from a, 

131 

185 

Transgender patients. And kind of like one of the workarounds in that .. has been 
getting Trans care navigators and has been getting more medical providers of color 
that are representative of the population that we're serving. But I guess like one thing 
that negatively affects, like some patients might not feel confident in telling 
everything to their medical doctor because of ... not feeling represented sometimes. 

Participant 7 .3 agreed: 

I think that we have an underrepresentation as in no representation of Trans women or 
Trans providers in general which I think is a huge gap. We have an 
underrepresentation of providers of color. And we have an underrcprcscnta1ion of 
especially MSM of color. And I think that's a barrier, I know that's a barrier. 

However, the reputation of clinic 7 overall as a safe space was the most commonly identified 

facilitators to the PrEP screening process. Participant 7. l shared: 

We were a part of(adifferent PrEP demonstration] study so a lot of people in the 
community, they knew that we were doing PrEP ... And so I think the community 
trusts us ... Even if patients have established care in other places they usually land here 
either for those routine testing or ... for PrEP .... Sometimes they do not feel 
comfortable talking [to] their providers [about] prescribing PrEP. 

Participant 7.4 agreed: 

Well, we have PrEP materials everywhere, like promotional materials everywhere. 
People come to us because lhey feel safe and comfonable coming to [ clinic 7] and 
talking about sex. I have plenty of patients in both my primary care and in the 
evening clinics that will say 'Oh yeah I have a primary care provider but I don't want 
to talk to them about this.' And so, I think because of[clinic 7]'s reputation, because 
of the PrEP posters all over the place, it brings up the dialogue just by walking in the 
doors. 

Provider comfon discussing sexual health and interacting with LGBTQ patients was also 

cited as a facilitator to the PrEP screening process. Participant 7.1 explained ..... we have a 

very strong mission and vision and I think most of those providers that come here, they come 

prepared knowing this is what we serve .. " Participant 7 .3 added: 

185 
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QUALITATIVE DATA AND QUOTATIONS 

Direct quotes from study participants are set apart and single spaced. APA guidance suggests quotes longer than 
40 words are set apart and single spaced. The use sub-headings should provide additional or clarifying 
information for the reader. Although you may “anonymize” quotes, all quotes should be attributable to an 
individual. Italicizing quotes is optional. 

Figure 16: Qualitative Data and Quotations 

All thumbnails in this guide are from the dissertations of students who have graduated from the PhD in THS and 
can be found at Himmelfarb Health Sciences Research Commons. 
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APPENDICES 

The content of appendices is largely dependent on the specific details of the study undertaken. As a general rule, 
err on the side of sharing more, rather than less, information. At a minimum, appendices should include a copy 
of the IRB approval (or the letter stating that the study is exempt), any consent/assent forms, and a list of 
dissemination materials produced related to the dissertation such as meeting abstracts, posters. 

Data collection forms are included if these are original to the dissertation study. Do not include materials 
copyrighted by others in the appendices. Appendices are not required to follow the strict formatting guidelines 
of the body of the dissertation; however, they should be readable and legible. 

Appendices begin with a title page that lists the name of each appendix in the order in which they appear in the 
text. This is also the order in which they appear in the appendices. 
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OTHER CONSIDERATIONS 

Fair use of text and figures 

Fair use refers to using materials (such as tables, figures, text) in your own work that were created by others. For 
example, you may wish to include a copy of an image of the CFIR model within your dissertation. In general, make 
limited and judicious use of other’s materials, and when you do, cite that material appropriately. Whenever 
possible, request use from the copyright holder. In the case that you need to modify a figure to reflect the nuances 
of your own study, careful reference to original sources is required. 

If you have questions about including material from other sources within you dissertation, please contact a GW 
librarian. GW Libraries has additional information regarding fair use and copyright issues that you are responsible 
for reading here. 

If you publish part of your dissertation before final deposit of the written dissertation in Himmelfarb Research 
Commons, you may have given up rights to material. This will vary by journal and students, chairs, and committee 
should check on this issue at the time of submission to the journal. In general, journals have policies regarding 
use of pre-publication versions. Students including published manuscripts will generally include the pre-
publication version approved by the relevant journal. Use Sherpa-Romeo for guidance. 

Academic Honesty and Integrity 

Students in the PhD in THS program are taught how to correctly cite and avoid plagiarism during orientation and 
each subsequent semester, the University policy regarding plagiarism is documented in course syllabi. As you 
move from the didactic portion of the program to the dissertation phase, it is equally important that you do not 
plagiarize others’ work within your dissertation. For University guidance on plagiarism refer to the following 
website. 

Academic honesty and integrity in the doctoral dissertation go beyond the written text. As a collaborative activity 
that reflects the principles of team science, the doctoral dissertation should reflect honest acknowledgement of 
the work done by the student/candidate and the work done by others including, but not limited to, the 
dissertation chair and committee members, and readers. Other individuals whose contributions should be fully 
acknowledged include those providing methodological support (e.g., statisticians, qualitative coding experts), 
access to and/or recruitment of study participants, access to secondary data, logistical support, and 
writing/editing services. The acknowledgements page is an important venue for providing full and clear credit for 
materials, intellectual contributions, and time and effort that substantively contributed to the work of the 
dissertation research and written dissertation. 

Acknowledging receipt of grant, award, or other funding to directly support the dissertation work is required. 

Writing/Editing services 

Students who require support with editing and formatting their dissertation may choose to hire a consultant for 
such purposes. Students are reminded of the high standards for academic honesty to which the program holds 
students and that ‘ghost’ writing of dissertations or even substantive re-writing of material by an editor will not 
be tolerated. 
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FORMAT APPROVAL 

Review Process 

Initial review of the dissertation format occurs in the semester prior to the dissertation defense. Request a 
preliminary dissertation format review from the Director of Doctoral Research. When requesting a preliminary 
review, both the candidate and the dissertation chair should state that every good faith effort has been made to 
align the written dissertation to this style guide. Revisions and feedback are expected, but submission of a 
dissertation with little effort to follow the style guide will be summarily returned. This may delay dissertation 
defense. The dissertation defense may not be scheduled without an approved preliminary review of your written 
dissertation. Plan on at least 3-4 weeks to receive comments and feedback on your dissertation format. 

Review Submission Requirements 

For the preliminary review, you will need to submit the title page, all front matter, chapters 1 and 2, references, 
and appendices, in PDF format. While these materials may not be in final form and/or entirely complete, they 
should be formatted in compliance with the style guide and include as much material as you have at the time of 
submission. 

Review Summary Form 

The review summary form will provide feedback on necessary revisions to the format that need to be made before 
final review. The review will provide feedback on the following areas: 

• Margins 
• Font/Typeface 
• Headings 
• Line spacing, Indents, and Alignment 
• Paragraph Spacing 
• Headers, Footers, and Page Numbering 
• Table of Contents 

Not every instance of a needed correction will be detailed. It is the student’s responsibility to make needed 
changes throughout the document. 

Final Summary Review 

Prior to depositing the dissertation in Himmelfarb Research Commons, the student must receive final approval of 
the written dissertation from the program. Himmelfarb librarians will not upload a dissertation without form CP5: 
Final Approval of the Written Dissertation. Please allow at least one week for final review. The review may not be 
initiated until after form CP4: Final Approval of Dissertation Revisions is signed and filed. 
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TIMELINES AND GRADUATION 

Dissertation Review, defense, and deposit timeline and deadlines 

For a detailed presentation of timelines, students are referred to the Guide to Planning the Dissertation Defense. 
Students are advised that final dates vary by semester of graduation. Latest dates for request final review are: 

• Spring Graduation: Friday, 3rd week April 
• Summer Graduation: Friday, 1st week August 
• Fall Graduation: Friday, 2nd week November 

Depositing the dissertation in HS Research Commons 

Students must deposit the final approved version of their written dissertation to Himmelfarb Research Commons 
and the entry must be visible to the Director of Doctoral Research before clearance for graduation is provided. 

Answers to many questions related to Research Commons are available at the following website. Students should 
consult with the Metadata and Scholarly Publishing Librarian, at hsrc@gwu.edu for more details about the 
submission process. 

Copyright and Embargoing and Open Access Policy 

Students who plan to publish their work in the years after dissertation defense may choose to embargo their 
dissertation for up to three years. You may not embargo your work for longer than three years. Depositing the 
dissertation to Research Commons does not constitute publishing and students may publish with their 
collaborators in the future. As of July 2022, the PhD in THS program does not have a policy regarding Open 
Access of data from student dissertations. 
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Frequently Asked Questions (FAQS) 

How early can I submit a draft of my written dissertation for format review? 

You can submit your preliminary components of your written dissertation for format review as soon as 
you are able after successful proposal defense. You do not need to wait until the latest date provided 
on the Gantt chart. In fact, the program recommends you submit your written dissertation for format 
review as early as possible. 

When does the program do a final review of my written dissertation? 

The program conducts a final review and approval of written dissertation format after final approval is 
provided by the chair/committee. 

Can I schedule my dissertation defense date (future), at the same time I submit my draft for 
review? 

We recommend that you submit your written dissertation well in advance of planning your dissertation 
defense. You can submit the draft sections of your written dissertation any time after your proposal 
defense. The dates provided on the Gantt chart are the absolute latest by which the program can 
reasonably support graduation in the desired semester. 

How final must the draft be that is submitted for pre-review? 

The draft must include the relevant components listed in the style guide. You may submit your written 
dissertation draft any time after your successful proposal defense. Please remember, as stated in the 
style guide, you must have made a good faith effort to follow the style guide before submitting it for 
program review. 

Can I have someone format my written dissertation for me? 

Students are welcome to provide this style guide to an editor to format their written dissertation. The 
program does not provide financial support for formatting and students considering using an editor 
will need to locate and pay for those services on their own. Remember that the program has high 
standards for academic integrity and editors may not be hired to write the content of the dissertation. 
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APPENDICES 

Summary Review Form 
This is a sample of the type of format feedback the student will be provided. Actual form may vary 
from the example provided. 

Dissertation Page Templates 
These pages are for review only. Students should download the template pages provided on the 
program website. 
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Summary Review Form 

Topic Comment Page 
Typeface 

Font family 
Font size 

Titles and Headings 
Paragraphs 

Indenting 
Spacing 
Widows & orphans 

Figures 
Tables 
Page Layout 

Page numbering 
Margins 

Dissertation Sections 

Additional comments: 
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Manuscript Title 

By: Student Name 

Degree e.g., B.S. in discipline, month, year, University 
Degree e.g., M.S. in discipline, month, year, University 

A Dissertation submitted to 

The Faculty of 
The School of Medicine and Health Sciences 

of the George Washington University 
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for the degree of Doctor of Translational Health Sciences 
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Abstract 

Dissertation Title 

Background: Insert background information here. Text here is indented on the first line 

of the paragraph with the paragraph title in bold. 

Objective: Insert objective here. Text here is indented on the first line of the paragraph 

with the paragraph title in bold. 
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Abstract 

Dissertation Title 

Insert unstructured abstract here. Paragraphs in this section are indented and do not have 
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Chapter 1: Introduction (or your heading) 

First section e.g., Background or Introduction 

The text in the chapters of the dissertation is double-spaced, with the first line of each 

paragraph indented. Titles throughout the chapters are left justified, may be bold or italics but 

must be consistent throughout the text. Details regarding the different levels of headings are 

described in the style guide. 

10 



 
 

 

 

 

  

 

  

Chapter 2: Literature Review (or your heading) 

First section 

The text in the chapters of the dissertation is double-spaced, with the first line of each 

paragraph indented. Titles throughout the chapters are left justified, may be bold or italics but 

must be consistent throughout the text. Details regarding the different levels of headings are 

described in the style guide. 
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Chapter 3: Methods (or your heading) 

First section 

The text in the chapters of the dissertation is double-spaced, with the first line of each 

paragraph indented. Titles throughout the chapters are left justified, may be bold or italics but 

must be consistent throughout the text. Details regarding the different levels of headings are 

described in the style guide. 
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Chapter 4: Results (or your heading) 

First section 

The text in the chapters of the dissertation is double-spaced, with the first line of each 

paragraph indented. Titles throughout the chapters are left justified, may be bold or italics but 

must be consistent throughout the text. Details regarding the different levels of headings are 

described in the style guide. 
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Chapter 5: Discussion, Conclusion (or your heading) 

First section 

The text in the chapters of the dissertation is double-spaced, with the first line of each 

paragraph indented. Titles throughout the chapters are left justified, may be bold or italics but 

must be consistent throughout the text. Details regarding the different levels of headings are 

described in the style guide. 
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